DISINTEGRATION OF THE EMPIRE
theoretically retained also all the functions which
had not been devolved upon the Dominion
Parliaments by the Acts which had constituted
them. But now the British Parliament renounced
all claim to superiority, and put itself legally on
a par with the Dominion Parliaments.
Henceforth the unity of the Empire was vested
in the Crown alone. But the wearer of the Crown
is supposed to be a constitutional monarch, bound
to take the advice tendered to him by the Premiers
of his various Dominions. But there is now no
longer any provision for their tendering the same
advice. What if the Crown were to receive incom-
patible advice from the different Dominions?
What will be the legal and the political conse-
quences, for example, if another European War
should break out and the British Ministry advises
the King to declare war, but the governments of
the Dominions of Canada, Australia, South
Africa, India and Ireland protest, and forbid the
Crown to involve their countries in European
quarrels? No one can predict with certainty what
will happen in such a case, but the obvious
inference would seem to be that among the first
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